Putney Historical Society Board Meeting 03/26/18   6:30PM

Present: Ruth Barton, Tim Ragle, Lyssa Papazian, Betsy MacIsaac, Carolyn Handy, Barbara Taylor, Barry Stockwell, Tom Jamison, Maryann Toffolon, Lindley Speers 

Secretary's report: 
Draft minutes of the 02/26/18 meeting were previously distributed by email, a motion was made by Carolyn and seconded by Barbara to accept the minutes as presented.  Motion passed.

Treasurer's report: 
Tom reported special funds account balance is $1,338.81, veterans memorial fund $16,140.97, church capital fund $5,126.96, church contingency account $5,690.71, operating account $3,277.57.  
Laurel's note mentioned there is a year to date net loss of $1,685 as of 2/28/18.  That is $3594 worse than the net profit of $1,909 we had at the same time last year on 2/28/17.  The variance is primarily due to $2025 less in year to date membership income, the additional $1,000 expense for tax preparation this year and $569 increase in other operating expenses.  There was some discussion about the veterans memorial funds, they are restricted funds.  A motion was made by Barbara and seconded by Maryann to accept the Treasurer's report as presented.  Motion passed. 

Old Business:

990 tax form is being revised to include General Store information, currently waiting for inventory totals.

Maryann and Tim are working on brochure for historical building walking tour.  One set of photos is in a binder at Town Hall, property descriptions should be in PHS office.  Barbara mentioned there were sketches in one of the Windham College year books, maybe 1965?

Lyssa mentioned a Putney School student who is looking for community service work, Maryann will contact her to help.  Plan is for a tri-fold brochure, list about 12 buildings with brief description and history.  Carolyn volunteered to help with press releases, she has newspaper editing experience.

Discussed options for outdoor information display case on General Store wall where the clay faces were.  The idea is to share kiosk space with the business association, have a covered bulletin board.  Tom spoke to Town Manager and she referred him to the sign ordinance.  Lyssa says it would not be a sign, we should talk to the selectboard about this.

New Business:

Lyssa would like to use the General Store 2nd floor space to showcase the paper mill with photos, videos etc.  Barry offered to help with mill history since his family both worked and owned the business.

Barry gave an update on the Legacy Putney project.  PHS will have a speaker on Tuesday May 8, William Hosley (?) slide show on architecture and gravestones.  Could we also show the Putney films?

Putney business association meetings are held every 2 weeks on Sunday here at the General Store. 

Could we use this upstairs space for short talks?  NSAP would also like to offer more small things in the community room.

New lease with NSAP has been signed, Barbara thinks it is not recorded yet at Town Hall. 

Tom is working on transfer of phone at 15 Kimball Hill, what do we want to do about the internet.  Barbara suggested it would be nice to have a computer online at the office for Saturday open hours to assist visitors with research.  We have been using Next Stage guest sign in.  A motion was made by Maryann and seconded by Barbara to cancel our internet connection at 15 Kimball Hill.  Motion approved.

Discussed some other possible program ideas, Barry would like to have 400 miles down the CT River in the fall, Vt Humanities charges $75 fee.  

Meeting adjourned about 8pm
